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MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
Greetings, Bethlehem!
If you have joined us for worship either online or in-person over the past
several months, you have probably heard me mention stewardship on more
than one occasion. We have discussed how it is more than just money and
church pledge cards, but rather it is about how we are called to live as
followers of Christ. Earlier this spring and summer we had various activities
exploring the expansiveness of stewardship. And now, as fall encroaches
upon us, we are exploring stewardship even more by discussing our favorite
topic of conversation, money! Haha!
I know money is not our favorite thing to talk about and discussions
around money can be challenging for a number of reasons. But if the past
few weeks in the lectionary have told us anything, it is that Jesus does not shy
away from the topic of money. In fact, Jesus talks about money more than
faith and prayer. One of our confirmation students asked a really great
question in response to learning this, “Why does Jesus talk about money a
lot? Especially if relationships are more important to Jesus than money.”
Money is a key component of our society, culture, and our lives. Some
days it seems the world revolves around money. This is not a new
phenomenon. The centralization of money has been present long before
even Jesus was born. We all have a relationship with money and the story of
that relationship impacts us in important ways. This fall stewardship
campaign will help us explore our own relationships with money and our
personal money stories as well as our congregation’s money story. In
reflecting on those stories, we will also spend time learning about God’s
money story and how God’s money story impacts our own and how it calls us
to live. Money is not meant to be something that controls us, but rather
something that has been entrusted to us to share and utilize in sharing our
faith and God’s love with the world.
So, this October we will be embarking on the stewardship campaign called
“Our Money Story.” Each week we will explore new themes and stories with
opportunities to engage not only in worship, but afterwards during fellowship
time as well. We will have intergenerational and educational activities
following worship, kicking off on Oct 9th, and continuing over the next few
weeks through the end of October. There is also a study journal that
accompanies the activities and themes we will be exploring during these four
weeks which you can find included in this newsletter. I highly encourage you
to use this journal this month as we have these conversations and investigate
these themes together. Money can be intimidating but this October, “we
invite you to remember, release, reimagine, and restore your money stories
so that we can write the one God is begging us to live into.”
In Peace,
Pastor Jaime Benson
October 2022

UPCOMING EVENTS
OCTOBER 2
8:30 am Choir Warm Up
9am Worship – Choir Singing
OCTOBER 4
9 am Quilters
5 pm Finance Meeting
OCTOBER 9
10:15 am Intergenerational Activity
OCTOBER 13
9 am Women’s Group
6:15 pm Stewardship Meeting
OCTOBER 16
9 am Praise Team Worship
10 am Property Committee Mtg
OCTOBER 20
6:30 pm Church Council Meeting
OCTOBER 23
Food Drive Begins
9 am Youth Led Worship
10:15 am Intergenerational
Activity/Educational Day
6:15 pm Worship & Music Meeting
OCTOBER 27
Hosting Rostered Women’s Meeting
OCTOBER 29
9 am Fruit of the Spirit Service Club
2 pm Trunk or Treat
OCTOBER 30
10:30 am Confirmation Service
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OUR CHURCH
STRATEGIC PLANNING UPDATE
On Saturday September 17th, BLC hosted a morning
workshop to draft a potential new vision statement and
mission statement for our church. These were step 1 &
2 of our strategic plan development process taking
place over the next few months. We had over 20
members in attendance and were able to develop a
couple of drafts to share with the congregation for
further feedback and input. These drafts will be posted
in the narthex with feedback boxes to share your
thoughts from October 2nd through October 16th. After
the 16th, they will be updated and shared with the
council for support to move to our step 3:
Creating/Identifying our BLC values. These workshops
are a great way to get involved with planning BLC's
future. Look for further announcements on our next
workshop in the coming months.
QUILT RAFFLE WINNER
The quilt was raffled off at the Arts & Craft Market on
September 24th and the winner of this beautiful quilt
was Betty Jo Jacoby. Congratulations Betty Jo!
ARTS & CRAFT MARKET UPDATE
Thank you to all who came out
to support our event this year.
The rain held off, and although
it was a chilly day many people
came through the doors. A
special thank you: to the
Women’s Group for organizing
the food stand and the bake
sale, Olivia, Josephine and Isabel Bue for volunteering at
the food stand, Ann & Mark Ciske, Nancy & Emil
Loether, Dorothy Waldo, Margaret Molden, Marie
Rohrbacher, Dianna Bush, Ginny Paulson, & Jim
Crawford for grilling, working the food stand/bake sale,
selling raffle tickets, setup/clean up. We had rave
reviews about the BBQ (thank you Judy Traut for
making that). Many vendors said this year was their
best sales yet at our show. We were able to raise a total
of $2612.48 (show $960; quilt tickets & sales $790; food
stand & bake sale $862.48). Robin K. & Julie S.
THANK YOUS FROM JACK & DEL
I would like to thank all the members of the
congregation, both young and old, for their wonderful
cards and letters of support for the "Mail Call" portion
of my recent trip to Washington DC as part of the
October 2022

Badger Honor Flight. Badger Honor Flight is truly a once
in a lifetime experience made even more memorable by
your kind words and thoughts. If you know of any
WWII, Korea or Vietnam veteran who has not taken
part in the Honor Flight please encourage them to do
so. The "Welcome Home" celebration at the airport is
something I will never forget.
Thanks again to all of you, my Bethlehem "church
family." - Jack Paulson

A big thank you to my church family for one of the most
humbling experiences I’ve had with all the cards and
letter you sent me. Many thanks,
Del Molden
FALL FOOD DRIVE

We will be having our annual fall food drive for the
Portage Food Pantry from October 23rd through
November 30th. Here is a list of their greatest items of
need:
Tuna, canned meats
Breakfast Cereal
Instant Oatmeal
Any soups
Canned Pasta: SpaghettiOs, Ravioli, etc.
Peanut Butter
Jelly
Pancake mix
Pancake Syrup
Condiments-ketchup, mustard, salad dressings
Granola bars
Laundry Soap
Toiletries: bar soap, shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrushes
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WOMEN’S GROUP
Women’s Group will be meeting
Thursday, October 13th at 9 am at
Margaret Molden’s home. You
can gather at church at 8:45 am
to carpool. Please RSVP to
Margaret at___. All are welcome
to join us!
In September, the Women’s Group took a field trip
to the New Life Lavender & Cherry Farm in Baraboo. It
was an enjoyable day!

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY
We would like to honor
and remember all those
who have gone before
us on All Saints Day,
which we will celebrate
on Sunday, November
6th. Please submit the names of your loved ones to the
church office by Monday, October 31st so we can
include them into the bulletin. Thank you.
TRIVIA NIGHT
Save the date! Saturday, November 5th. We will be
having our annual Trivia Night. This is a super fun event!
The funds raised will go towards future mission trips for
the youth group. Part of Trivia Night is a basket raffle. If
you would like to help support this event, we are
accepting donations for the basket raffle which can be
brought into the church office. Thank you for your
continued support of our youth!

TRUNK OR TREAT

This event is open to the community. Encourage your
family, friends and neighbors to come trick or treat with
their children in this safe, fun environment.

October 2022

ANNUAL COAT DRIVE
Please note, everything donated should be in good
working order (no broken zippers or worn items) and
must be cleaned ahead of time. The Salvation Army will
be distributing the items at the fair grounds, Building #8
(Superior St. entrance) Friday, Oct. 28 from 2 – 6 pm
and Saturday, Oct 29 from 9 am to 1 pm.

Page 3 of 7

FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT
The Fruit of the Spirit KIDS Club
has been rescheduled to start
on Sunday, January 8th. We’ve
realized that we have a lot
going on at BLC this fall/holiday
season, so we would like to wait
until after the holidays to begin
this class. Please look for
additional information about
the class and registration forms
soon! If you have any questions
in the meantime, please contact Tania Anderson at
parishassociate@blcportage.org .

FAITH FORMATION
SUNDAY SCHOOL
We are excited to welcome
some new families and
grateful for those returning.
Thank you to all who have
signed up for Sunday school.
There are still some openings
if you have not signed up. See
the sign-up sheet on the
Sunday School bulletin board.
On October 30th, the children will be singing
during the service. The 4th graders will receive their
Bibles during the church service on October 16th.
We are trying something new this year. On the 1st,
3rd and 5th, when there is one, Sunday’s of the month
we will have music and lesson. On the 2nd and 4th
Sunday’s we will have intergenerational activities.
We are collecting coats, boots, hats, scarves,
mittens and snow pants October 1-15. There is a box in
the Narthex or they can be dropped off at the Fire
Station in Portage. We also continue to collect pop tops
for the Ronald McDonald house and food for the food
pantry.
Please feel free to talk to any Sunday school staff if
you have any questions or you can call Jeanette __ or
Tania __.

October 2022

Fruit of the Spirit SERVICE Club
This is a new an ecumenical group we’ve created for
kids in grades 5th all the way through high school. This
month they will be working on their service project:
Kindness Bags for the food pantry. Please see page 7 for
more details.
CONFIRMATION SERVICE
Confirmation Sunday is scheduled for Sunday, October
30th! We are looking forward to celebrating all of our
confirmands as they reach the end of this chapter and
begin another. There will be a special worship service
that day for the confirmands and their families at
10:30am. The 9th graders have chosen to rebuild the
bridge on the east side of our property as their faith
project this year. You will see this project develop over
the next couple of weeks!
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NEWS FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE
OPEN COUNCIL SEATS
We are looking for confirmed members interested in
being on Church Council. There is still an open seat
currently and one will be opening up January of 2023. If
you have any questions, please see Kerry Melby.
WORSHIP VOLUNTEERING
Thank you to everyone who
has signed up to volunteer
on a regular basis. We could
still use some more people
to be regular readers, ushers
and communion assistants. If

you are interested in learning the live stream system,
we could use a couple more people there as well.
Wouldn’t it be great to bring greeters back as well? But
we first need to fill these spots. You will find a signup
sheet in the narthex to put your name down where
you’d be willing to help out. You can also email Julie and
let her know what you’d like to help with.
Please remember that we NEED volunteers to help
run worship and have it be the experience it is. Without
you, it just doesn’t work! If you have never volunteered
for one of these jobs, we are happy to train you. If you
have any questions, please contact Julie Saalsaa in the
office. Thank you in advance for your help and support
with making our church be what it is!

FINANCIAL UPDATE

October 2022
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church
Fall Stewardship Campaign
The best stories captivate and transform us—they change how we live.
This stewardship season, we invite you to remember, release,
reimagine, and restore your money stories so that we can write
the one God is begging us to live into.

THE CORE VALUES UNDERLYING THESE
RESOURCES:
•

Art and stewardship belong together

•

Stewardship is an ongoing spiritual practice that helps individuals and communities become
more whole

•

Our stories matter—they shape what we believe and how we act

•

Stewardship is crucial to our spiritual health—especially in times of crisis or economic
recession

•

We worship a God of enough who calls us to work for equity and enough for all
We all have a money story, whether we recognize it or not.
Perhaps we are living from a story of fear or shame or guilt.
Or a story that our actions won’t have an impact.
Or a story that we don’t have enough.
Where might God be speaking a new narrative
into the limited ones we have told ourselves?

October 9 – 30
Let’s Explore
Our Story Together!

Often, to speak of money is to invite tension into the room.
We so quickly want to avoid it. But we can reframe this.
Money and possessions are one of the most common topics in
scripture, and Jesus talked about money more than faith and
prayer.

Our money story, therefore, is a spiritual story.
© A Sanctified Art | sanctifiedart.org

October 2022
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Fruit of the Spirit Service Club

Kindness Bags

For the Portage Food Bank

Project:

Assemble and
decorate kindness bags for families in need that will be distributed by the Portage Food
Bank. We may include small handmade cards.
GOAL: 50 bags

Participants:

Fruit of the Spirit Service Club. Portage/Pardeeville Area Churches –
this is an ecumenical project for the youth, 5th grade & older – friends
& families welcome!

Collection Dates:

October 1st-October 29th

Assembly Date:

Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Saturday, October 29th
9:00am-11:00am
Refreshments will be provided!
A representative from the Portage Food Bank will stop by at the end of the morning to
collect the bags.

We are collecting:

Pre-wrapped Ritz/Keebler Cheese Crackers
Granola Bars
Microwavable soup
Juice boxes (try to get 100% natural)
Individual-sized cereal boxes
Small bags of popcorn
Small book (non-religious, promoting love & kindness) i.e.: Just a Little Love (Little Critter, I
Can Read! My First) - BookOutlet.com)
Coloring book ie.: Crayola 48pg Colors Of Kindness Coloring Book | JOANN (or @
Walmart)
Small box of crayons
Small toy/stuffed animal
Halloween candy

Contact:

Tania Anderson, Bethlehem Lutheran Church
608-697-5999, parishassociate@blcportage.org

October 2022

Page 7 of 7

OCTOBER 2022 WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS
Date
Sun 10/2
9am
Flowers:
Wed 10/5
5:30 pm
Sun 10/9
9am

Usher
Larry & Sandy
Sween

Reader

Video
Production
Brady & Lori
Cox

Communion
Assistant
Ann Ciske

Communion
Assistant
Nancy
Loether

Nancy Loether

Acolyte
Courtney
Hernkind

Music
Choir
Singing

Dan & Marie Kucksdorf in honor of Marie's birthday
Cheryl Hebel
Jim Crawford

Lisa Cook

Ben Rudolph

Kathryn
Crawford

Marie Kucksdorf

Travis & Cara Druckrey in honor of their wedding anniversary
Flowers:
Wed 10/12
5:30 pm
Sun 10/16
Bobbie
Del Molden
Justice Oh
Nancy Buckley Kerry Melby
9am
Goodman
Beth Gilpin in honor of her sister
Flowers:
Wed 10/19
5:30 pm
Sun 10/23
Youth
Youth
9am
Bobbie Goodman in honor of family birthdays
Flowers:
Wed 10/26
5:30 pm
Sun 10/30
Bonnie
Bonnie Dixon
9am
Dixon
Sun 10/23
Confirmation
Confirmands
10:30 am
Flowers:

Altar Guild

Youth

Youth

Judy Donahue
Judy Traut

Del Molden

Looking for volunteers! Contact the Church office to volunteer.

Isabel Bue
Brynn Langan

Dayne
Kathy Lawrence
Wagner
Lisa Cook & Sue
Conner
Avri Anderson

Cara Druckrey

Dianna Bush to the glory of God & all the wonderful people of Bethlehem Lutheran

Maren Marks
Beau
Grosklaus

Nancy Schwenke

Shia
Grosklaus
Kayson
Bulgrin

Praise
Team

Youth

Coffee
Hour

Bethlehem Lutheran Church

10 am Property
Committee Mtg
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