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BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

CHIMES Newsletter 
MARCH 2020    VOLUME 82, ISSUE 3 
 

MESSAGE FROM PASTOR JEN…  

 I have a gripe with a family member.  The wrong that I feel 
occurred forty-five years ago.  Actually, it’s not just the specific incident 
in which I have an issue, but also the general attitude of said family 
member.  Their attitude rubs me the wrong way. My skin prickles when 
I am with them. If we weren’t related, sadly I thank God we probably 
wouldn’t know each other.  So not only am I feeling wronged by a 
specific action but offended by their continuing attitude toward things I 
care about. 
 I have forgiven them for past actions.  Truthfully, I find that I 
need to keep forgiving until hopefully one day I feel it in my 
heart.  Forgiveness is sometimes really hard. Help me, O Lord. Help 
me. 
 As for being offended by my family member’s attitude, that’s on 
me.  Their attitude isn’t my problem. Rather, the problem in this aspect 
is with me.  My response is the problem here. For this I also pray to 
God for the strength and wisdom to do my part.  This might be fodder 
for another discussion. In the meantime, I continue to forgive my family 
member. 
 Jesus forgave Judas.  Jesus also forgave those who nailed him 
to the cross and lifted his body to certain death. He forgave the crowds 
who demanded Barabbas over him.  In this one instance, that included 
an untold number of betrayals, Jesus forgave everyone who had a 
hand in his death that week. 
 Jesus forgave everyone. Jesus’ life, death, resurrection, and 
ascension bring us into the kingdom of God.  The kingdom of God is 
here and now, as well as in the kingdom yet to be, in our 
perception.  My wondering then is this; how are we, as individuals and 
as a community of faith called to forgive when the wrongdoing, we feel 
seems unforgivable?   
 Make no mistake.  We ARE called to forgive.  Our participation 
in the call is our choice, and our participation is strongly encouraged.   
 Forgiveness is sometimes really hard, but clinging to anger is 
harder still.  When we forgive, we are freed. We are freed from the 
heavy baggage that is our resentment.  We are freed from the bondage 
to our emotional response to past events. I write this because I know 
firsthand.  And yes, as I wrote before, I still find myself drawn back, 
pulled into the mire of my suffering. All the same, I continue to live into 
forgiveness through the help of God.  I depend upon the pierced hand 
of Christ to raise me into freedom. 
 As God’s Family Serving Christ with Love, I ask all of you to join 
with me in forgiving those in our past. You need this.  We need this. 
Through Christ, we can do all things, even forgiving when the 
wrongdoing we feel seems unforgivable. Remember, Jesus forgave 
Judas.  Jesus forgives even you and me.  

Amen, amen, amen!      Pastor Jen 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

MARCH 1 

10:15 am Blood Pressure Screening 
after 9 am Worship 

10:30am Lenten Healing Service 

MARCH 4 

5:30 pm Holden Evening Prayer & 

Soup Supper 

MARCH 8 

9am Praise Team Sunday Worship 
10 am Follow Where Jesus Walked 

Meeting 
10:30am Lenten Healing Service 

MARCH 11 

5:30 pm Holden Evening Prayer & 
Soup Supper 

MARCH 12 

9 am Women’s Group 

MARCH 15 

10:30am Lenten Healing Service 
after 9 am worship 

MARCH 18 

5:30 pm Holden Evening Prayer & 
Soup Supper 

MARCH 22 

10:30am Lenten Healing Service 

after 9 am worship 

MARCH 25 

5:30 pm Holden Evening Prayer & 
Soup Supper 

MARCH 29 

10:30am Lenten Healing Service 
after 9 am worship 
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Dear Pastor, 
   Why should I bother coming to church?  Really?  If God is always with us, then 

why do we need to come to a place to find God?  Isn’t God already with me?  
What makes coming to church so important anyway? 

Signed, 
I’m Really Busy on Wednesday and Sunday 

 

Dear Really Busy, 
   You are not alone in your questioning.  I’ve heard this before, and I’m glad that 

you’re asking.  These are important questions and you deserve my honest answer.  
First, let me agree with you when you say that God is already with us.  You’re right!  

That is one of God’s promises to us through Jesus Christ; I am with you always, even to the end of the ages.  Jesus 
says that in Matthew 28:20. He says it, and he gives us all the Holy Spirit.  So yes, God IS always with us, even 

when we aren’t in church.   
You know, there was a time when God was considered to be in one place, the Temple in Jerusalem.  The 

belief was, way back in ancient biblical times, that God lived on top of Mt. Horeb.  Another name for the 

mountain is Mount Sinai.  This is where Moses went up to receive the Ten Commandments which were written on 
two stone tablets.   

When the Hebrew people moved away from the mountain where God lived, God didn’t stay on the 
mountain.  God came with them in God’s new home, in a fancy box, called The Ark of the Covenant.  God 

instructed the Hebrew people to build an ark (Like Raiders of the Lost Ark, not Noah’s Ark).  Moses put the stone 
tablets with the Ten Commandments on them in the Ark. God, who can do anything including live in a box was in 

there, too.  Now, when the Hebrew people moved around, which they did a lot, God went with them wherever 
they went.  This is cool, because worshipping God now became portable!  But I think I just told you more than you 
may want to know.   

To answer your first question, why come to church, I’m going to explain it by telling you what we believe, as 
members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.  Stick with me.  Have you ever looked through the 

hymnal during church?  There’s way more stuff in there besides songs.  If you turn to page 6, the Introduction of 
the Hymnal you will find a paragraph from “The Use of the Means of Grace”.  The following pages of the 

Introduction explain what the paragraph means.  I encourage you to take a look at it, and I’ll give a fairly quick 
summary.  I hope this answers your question, Really Busy. The Means of Grace in the Lutheran Church are:  

1) Baptism and Holy Communion (the Sacraments)  
2) Scripture read and proclaimed (reading aloud from the Bible and preaching on 
it) and 

3) The Church Gathered (us coming to church as the Body of Christ).   
There’s way more detail to it in the hymnal, but basically this is when the Triune 

God is present big time and we experience and receive God’s grace.  All three 
parts are important.  We do them pretty much every time we have worship, in one 

way or another.   

Why this matters is that when we come together for worship, there’s a holy expectation on our part and one 
God’s part.  God invites us, guides us by the Holy Spirit, and brings us together as Christ’s body.  God expects 

us and wants us to come to worship, not because we have to, but because God loves us and because we can.  
Our expectation in general is that we expect God to be present with us, forgiving us, feeding us with the Word 

and Sacrament, equipping us through the Holy Spirit, and sending us out in love.   
Yes, God is always with us.  God does all of the things I mentioned outside of church all the time.  But, 

when we come together as God’s family, something really cool happens, we believe.  Ministry doesn’t only 
happen within the church building.  Truth is, the best ministry happens outside of the building, by those who are 

fed and sustained by the Means of Grace.  So, coming to church is an important part of being a follower of 
Christ and a member of the ELCA.  Coming to church is where we get what we need to go out and let our light 
shine and show Christ to others through our lives.  And yes, you can do this without coming to church.  (I knew you 

were going to ask.)  Coming to church helps us to do this and connects us with others that are doing the same 
thing, in Jesus’ name.  I hope this answers your question!   

Peace be with you,      Pastor Jen 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION & YOUTH NEWS 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

We held a Food/Fun/Fellowship day on February 9. 
There was a lot of good fellowship, food and some 

games as well. We would like to thank all that 
attended even though the weather was not the best.  

 
The lessons we will be studying in March are The First 

Sin (Genesis 3:1-27), Woman at the Well (John 4:5-
42), and Lazarus (John 11:1-45). 
 

Confirmation and Sunday School families will be 
serving Lenten Supper on March 11. Please watch for the sign up sheet to 

bring a soup, sandwiches, sides, desserts or drinks. 
 

First Communion classes for the 5th graders will be Sunday’s March 1, 8, 15, 
22, and 29 with makeup dates on Wednesday’s March 4, 11, 18, 25, and 

April 1. The class, taught by Mr. Melby is part of the Christian Education 
Program for all 5th graders.  Additionally, if there are any students beyond 
the 5th grade that would like to take the class, you are welcome to do so. 

First Communion will be on Sunday, April 5th during the 9 am worship.  The 
children will also be singing on Palm Sunday with the choir. We will have 

special activities during Sunday School time on Palm Sunday- more info to 
come. There is no Sunday school on Easter Sunday, April 12th.  

 
We continue to collect food for the Food Pantry and aluminum tops for the 

Ronald McDonald house.   
 

CONFIRMATION 

Confirmation Lock-In 
April 4th 6:30 pm to April 5th until after 

church service 
Kids will participate in a mini-course fair 

with different groups showcasing what they 
do and how they serve the church/community. After the mini-course we will 

have a fun night of games and pizza with their friends! Youth will be serving 
a breakfast before church for the congregation. 
 

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP 

Tubing at Cascade Mountain, March 2nd, 6pm 

All high school youth are invited to come tubing from 6 to 9 pm. Contact Megan Jahoda if 
interested in coming. Also see the church Facebook page. 

 
 

 

OUR CHURCH 

MONDAY MORNING COFFEE CLUTCH CHANGE 

As of March 2, 2020, the Monday Morning Coffee Clutch will be moving to the Portage Public Library and will 
meet the first Monday of the month from 9-10am and again on the third Monday from 5-6pm, to accommodate 

all those that have not been able to attend during working hours. 
 

 

VOLUNTEER 

 

WORSHIP SLIDES 

We are adding “worship slides” to 

the weekly Worship Team 
Volunteer list. We are in need of 

someone to run the slides for each 
service. This can be done from the 
comfort of your normal seat in 

church with a remote control.  
 

 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 

Gathering together as a church 
family allows us to connect and get 

to know one another. Please 
consider signing up to host Coffee 
Hour after Sunday worship. Sign up 

sheet can be found in the Narthex. 
  

March Hosts: 
March 1 – Heather Laird & Mark 

Teslik 
March 8 – Barb Rothwell & Dick 

Olson 
March 15 – 
March 22 – Bonnie Dixon & Lucile 

Gauger 
March 29 -  
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LENTEN DEVOTIONAL GROUP 

Need a time for reflection, prayer & fellowship this Lent? We are offering a 

Lenten devotional for those interested in gathering on Sunday mornings or 
Wednesday evenings after worship services. This group will be lay lead by 

those interested in participating. Pick up your copy in the Narthex. Call the 
office with questions. 

 
 

 
 
 

LENTEN SERVICES 

Join us for Holden Evening Prayer followed by Soup Suppers on Wednesday evenings during Lent at 5:30 pm. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
  

 

Date Supper Sponsor 
Confirmation 

Class Helpers 

Feb 26 Choir & Praise Team 6th Grade 

March 4 Funeral Ladies 7th Grade 

March 11 Confirmation/Sunday School 8th Grade 

March 18 Women’s Group 6th Grade 

March 25 Council 7th Grade 

April 1 Quilters & Altar Guild 8th Grade 

 

 

Worship & Events 

 

Healing Service Following 

Worship, during Lent 
 
Following Sunday worship from 

March 1- March 29. Pastor Jen 
will be leading a brief healing 

service.  Following the liturgy in 
the ELW, we will gather in the 

sanctuary at 10:30, after the 
Sunday School kids have gone to 

their classrooms.  The service is 
expected to last no more than 20 
minutes.  Please make space in 

your schedules to attend! 
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HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE & EASTER BRUNCH 

 
Date Event Worship Times 
4/7 Palm Sunday 9am 
4/8 No Worship  
4/9 Maunday Thursday Drama 6:00 & 6:30 pm 
4/10 Good Friday 1 pm Worship 

5:30 pm showing of 
“Jesus Christ Superstar” 

4/12 Easter Sunday 9am 
Brunch to 
follow 

 

RENEWAL TEAM UPDATE 

Hello, my name is Melissa Bradbury and I am one of the members of the Renewal team. If you are unfamiliar 

with our work, this is a summary of what the group is doing.  We want to make sure that we are communicating 
to all members of our church family and we all have the same information.  You will hear from us more 
frequently from now on, but please bear with me as this article will be a bit longer than those to come.  
 

How were we formed? 

This group is made up of people in our church family who have volunteered to put our time and efforts in the 
renewal process.  Personally, I felt it was time that I got involved with our church family.  This is one way that I 

am able to contribute to our life and mission. 
 

Year 1: Relationship building/Spiritual Renewal 

We as a group, spent the first few months getting together and getting to know each other.  We spent time 
sharing scripture and reading the book Pursuing God’s Will Together, by Ruth Haley Barton. We also came up 

with our purpose, which is to listen to what God wants us to hear and use the guidance of the Holy Spirit to 
discern God’s plan for us as a church.   
    With guidance from the resources we had from the Synod and prayerful reflection as a group, we decided to 

meet with already formed groups and have open meetings with church members.  The meetings were set up for 
9/19, 9/29, 10/1, 10/20, 1/12, 1/22, 2/5, 2/9.  The three questions that were asked were: 1. What brought 

you here? 2. What keeps you here?, and  3. What do you see our challenges are? (Expect a mailing in the next 
few weeks, making sure that we have given every member of our congregation the opportunity to respond to 

these questions.) 
   Here is the information that we have gathered In Year 1.  Again, some of this was published in the November 

Chimes.  Please remember that this is not all-inclusive, but intended to give you a good idea of what was 
discussed.  
 

What brought you here was a person or people. Overwhelmingly, the responses included an invitation from 
someone to come to Bethlehem Lutheran Church. For many that invitation came from a family member or a friend. 

Others cited the denomination as the initial draw, and Pastor Dick. A few started coming here through the music 
program, singing with the choir before officially becoming members. 

What keeps you here are the people. So many of your responses included the word “Family” in them. BLC people 
are family. Within our family, people specifically mentioned things like: 

• the opportunities to be involved in ministries. 

• Acceptance, as in being able to hold personal beliefs about God and religion and still be part of the 

family. 

• The nonjudgmental atmosphere at BLC.  

• The pastor. 

• The children of the congregation. 
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Challenges as we move forward in our mission and ministry as a church 
family?  

• Visitor acknowledgment, not everyone has had a positive 

experience,  especially when they were not accompanied by a 
current member 

• Sunday school programming 

• Worship services, contemporary service, sermon take-aways 

• Engage more people in the ministry and work of the church 

• Communication of programs, activities, scheduling 

• Financial concerns 

• Youth programing 

• Intergenerational programing 

• Adult Education 

• Outreach programs 

• Community Events- trunk or treat, fall festival 

 
With all of these points as a guide we are now planning future steps. 

 
Year 2: Renewing Stewardship 

Given the information gathered in the meetings, the group is working on 
an action plan.  Our objective is to use what you have shared with us 
and discover how we all can live into these hopes in our congregation.  

Some emerging details of the action plan include: 

• Meeting with Carla and Kris, and adding music that broadens 

our experience of Christ with us. 

• Inviting the youth to plan and lead worship services. 

• Providing sermon takeaways that are easy to share. 

• A site visit to an ELCA congregation in our synod that has a 

dynamic Christian Ed program for all ages. 

 
The next big idea before us is discovering how we can best collaborate 

with current programming and volunteers already in place and recruit 
new volunteers and members.  This is where our church needs you!  This 

involves our church family joining with us in listening to God.   
     On Pastor Jen’s recent learning experience in Arizona she added 

more tools to her ministry toolbox.  Be on the lookout for information on 
Faithful Innovations Network.  These tools are compatible with our 
current renewal focus and will offer us additional options for our work 

together.   
     The Renewal Team meets at least once a month.  As we continue to 

listen to God, we invite you to hold our ministry and work in prayer.  We also invite you to join us, as we are 
surprised by God!  We will be sharing our work with you each month, in the Chimes, in addition to meeting with 

you in small group discussions. This is only the tip of the iceberg, more to come!   
 

NEWS FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE  

WINTER WEATHER POLICY UPDATED 

A Winter Weather Policy has been written and approved by Council. The full policy can be found on 

the Council bulletin board in the narthex, as well as on our BLC website. In summary it states: “If 
Portage Public Schools are closed or dismissed early due to inclement weather, the church office will 

be closed, and all church activities, except worship, will be cancelled for the day and that evening. If 
there is a delayed start, the church office may be closed until staff can safely travel. Notifications will always be 

 

 

JOIN US WEEKLY 

TUESDAYS  

11am Bible Study with Pr Jen 

SUNDAYS 

10am Coffee Hour for 

fellowship—sign up in Narthex to 
host 

 

CONTACT US 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church, ELCA 
W8267 Hwy 33 E 

Portage, WI 53901 

www.bethlehemLCportage.com 
 

Pastor Jen Johnson: 

608-485-3976 
Email: 

bethlehemELCA.pastor@gmail.com 
 

Office: 608-742-8502 

Email: bethluch15@gmail.com 
 

Office Hours: 

9am-3pm Monday-Wednesday; 
9am-12 Thursday & Friday 

 

 

https://d.docs.live.net/97d6f0c071b8f86a/Documents/Chimes/2020/www.bethlehemLCportage.com
mailto:bethlehemELCA.pastor@gmail.com
mailto:bethluch15@gmail.com
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posted on the BLC website and Facebook page and when called for an email will be sent out to those involved in 
the activities. 

     For Worship services: “If Portage is under a Winter Storm Warning, and many other area churches are 
cancelling their services, a decision to cancel worship service will be made 2 hours prior to the start of worship. If 

Sunday worship is cancelled, Sunday School will also be cancelled.” If worship is cancelled, it will be posted in 
the following places: 

• BLC Facebook page 

• BLC website  

• Email will be sent to all those on the monthly newsletter list  

• Local TV and radio stations 

 

CHIMES NEWSLETTER SURVEY 

Thank you to all who responded to the survey on how you would like to receive the newsletter. For those who 

have stated they would like to receive the newsletter only by email, that will start this month. For those who wish 
to receive it in the mail, it will continue to be mailed. For those of you who have not responded and we have your 

email on file, you will receive it only via email. If you haven’t responded and would like to receive it in the mail, 
please call the church office 742-8502. 
 

 
 

 

CHOIR DIRECTOR, ORGANIST 
& PRAISE TEAM LEADER 
POSITIONS AVAILABLE 

 
BLC is looking to fill these positions. If you 

are someone you know is interested, 
please contact Pastor Jen or the office. 



 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church  March 2020 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1  
9:00 am Worship 
10:00 am  Coffee Hour 
10:15 am Blood Pressure 

Screening 
10:15 am Sunday School * 
10:30am Lenten Healing 

Service 

2  
10:30 am Tai Chi 
6:30 pm Euchre 

3  
9:00 am Quilters 
11:00 am  Bible Study w/ 

Pastor Jen 
6:00 pm Finance Committee 
6:30 pm Zumba 

4  
10:30 am Tai Chi 
5:30 pm Worship & Soup 

Supper 
 

 

5  6  
10:30 am Tai Chi 

7  

8  
9:00 am Worship 
10:00 am  Coffee Hour 
10:00 am Follow Where 

Jesus Walked Meeting 
10:15 am Sunday School * 
10:30am Lenten Healing 

Service 
 

9  
10:30 am Tai Chi 
6:00 pm SREA meeting 
6:30 pm Euchre 

10  
9:00 am Quilters 
11:00 am  Bible Study w/ 

Pastor Jen 
6:30 pm Zumba 

11  
10:30 am Tai Chi 
5:30 pm Worship  & Soup 

Supper 
 

 

12  
9:00 am Women's Group 
 

 

13  
10:30 am Tai Chi 

14  

15  
9:00 am Worship 
10:00 am  Coffee Hour 
10:15 am Sunday School * 
10:30am Lenten Healing 

Service 

16  
10:30 am Tai Chi 
6:30 pm Euchre 
6:30 pm SRA meeting 

17  
9:00 am Quilters 
11:00 am  Bible Study w/ 

Pastor Jen 
6:30 pm Zumba 

18  
10:30 am Tai Chi 
5:30 pm Worship  & Soup 

Supper 
 

 

19 Chimes Articles 

Due 
6:30 pm Council Meeting 

20  
10:30 am Tai Chi 

21  

22  
9:00 am Worship 
10:00 am  Coffee Hour 
10:15 am Sunday School * 
10:30am Lenten Healing 

Service 

23  
10:30 am Tai Chi 
4-8pm VBS Pizza Ranch 

Fundraiser 
6:30 pm Euchre 

24  
9:00 am Quilters 
11:00 am  Bible Study w/ 

Pastor Jen 
6:30 pm Zumba 

25  
10:30 am Tai Chi 
5:30 pm Worship  & Soup 

Supper 
 

 

26  27  
10:30 am Tai Chi 

28  

29  
9:00 am Worship 
10:00 am  Coffee Hour 
10:15 am Sunday School * 
10:30am Lenten Healing 

Service 

30  
10:30 am Tai Chi 
6:30 pm Euchre 

31  
9:00 am Quilters 
11:00 am  Bible Study w/ 

Pastor Jen 
6:30 pm Zumba 

* 5th Grade First 
Communion Classes – 
make up dates March 
4, 11, 18, 25 

 



 

MARCH 2020 WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS  

Date Greeters Ushers Reader 
Communion 
Assistants 

Altar Guild Acolytes Worship Slides 

Sun 3/1 

9am 
Saalsaa Family Ann Ciske Kris Soderman 

Mark Teslik & 

Heather Laird 
Marie Kucksdorf Grady Saalsaa Saalsaa’s 

  

Wed 3/4 
5:30 pm 

        Diane Gruenberg Braxton Druckrey 
 

Sun 3/8 
9 am 

Carla 
Gerhardt 

Ginny & Jack 
Paulson 

Brenda Larson 
Ruth Price & Carla 

Gerhardt 
Bobbie 

Goodman 
Griffin Garrigan 

 

  

Wed 3/11 
5:30 pm 

        Judy Donahue Jack Brenner  
 

Sun 3/15 
9 am 

Elayne Hanson 
Patrick & 

Sydney Bue 
Ellen Kabele 

Isabel Bue & 
Josephine Bue 

Kari Johnson Olivia Bue 
 

  

Wed 3/18 

5:30 pm 
        Kathy Lawrence Samantha Nickel 

 

Sun 3/22 
9 am 

Margaret & 
Del Molden 

Melby's Cheryl Skeie 
Darlene Anderson-

Prest & Bobbie 

Goodman 

Cara Druckrey Shayna Cox 
 

  

Wed 3/25 

5:30 pm 
    Cheryl Hebel Tyler Zabler Sean Illka 

Sun 3/29 

9 am 

Dean & Judy 

Traut 

Larry & Sandy 

Sween 
Brenda Larson 

Angela Pace & 
Darlene Anderson-

Prest 

Brenda Larson River Meierdirk 
 

 Looking for volunteers!   Contact Nancy Buckley or the Church office to volunteer 


