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BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

CHIMES Newsletter 
DECEMBER 2023 VOLUME 85, ISSUE 12 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR 

Advent greetings to you, 
 

I really love the season of Advent for a variety of reasons, 
but one of the big reasons I enjoy this season so much is 

the way the past and present come together. During 
Advent we hear passages from scripture that remind us of 

the foretelling of the coming of the Messiah and the 
promises God has made to God’s people over many 

generations. For a long time, these promises were all that 
God’s people had to hold onto for hope. But these 

promises are fulfilled, not forgotten. 
 

Remembering these promises, we then await Christ’s 
coming into the world while also celebrating the ways 
Christ has already come to be with us on earth. God’s 

promises continue to hold true and carry hope, even for us 
today because God’s story of sacrificial love and abundant 

grace continues to unfold. We are a part of this great story. 
We are called and equipped to share that story, embody 

that love, and practice grace upon grace. 
 

During this season, I invite you to reflect on God’s great 
story and how you are invited into that same story. May 
the following words from Jan Richardson accompany you 

this Advent season. 
 

With the promise of Advent hope, 
Pastor Jaime Benson 

 
“Blessing the Way” from Circle of Grace by Jan Richardson 

 
With every step 

you take, 
this blessing rises up 

to meet you. 
 

It has been waiting 
long ages for you. 

 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

DECEMBER 2 

9 am Christmas Decorating and Sunday School 
rehearsal 

DECEMBER 3 

9 am Gifts of Bethlehem Concert and Silent 
Auction ends 

DECEMBER 9 

9 am to noon  Cookie Walk  

DECEMBER 11 

6 pm SREA Meeting 

DECEMBER 13 

Food Pantry Helpers 

DECEMBER 17  

9 am Worship 
10:15 am Sunday School 
12 pm Christmas Caroling after a light lunch 

DECEMBER 20 

5:30 pm Blue Christmas 

DECEMBER 21 

6:30 pm Church Council Meeting 

DECEMBER 24 

Christmas Eve Worship Services 
2 pm (live streaming) 
4 pm 

DECEMBER 25 

Office Closed 

DECEMBER 31 

9 am Lessons and Carols  
 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church, ELCA 
W8267 Hwy 33 East, Portage, WI 53901   

608-742-8502 
Office: office@blcportage.org 

Pastor: pastorbenson@blcportage.org 
www.bethlehemLCportage.org 

mailto:office@blcportage.org
mailto:pastorbenson@blcportage.org
http://www.bethlehemlcportage.org/
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Look close 
and you can see 
the layers of it, 

 
how it has been fashioned 

by those who walked 
this road before you, 

 
how it has been created 

of nothing but 
their determination 
and their dreaming, 

 
how it has taken 

its form 
from an ancient hope 

that drew them forward 
and make a way for them 

when no way could be 
seen. 

 
Look closer 

and you will see 
this blessing 

is not finished, 
 

that you are part 
of the path 

it is preparing, 
 

that you are how 
this blessing means 

to be a voice 
within the wilderness 

 
and a welcome 

for the way. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS DECORATING – DEC 2 

 
Save the Date: The large live Christmas 
tree will be decorated on Saturday 
December 2nd starting at 9 am. Come 
and join us in bringing in the holiday 
spirit and decorating the tree and the 
rest of our beautiful church. Many 
hands make lighter the work and  more 
enjoyable the time 
 

GIFTS OF BETHLEHEM CONCERT – DEC 3 

Gifts of Bethlehem Concert is 
Sunday, Dec. 3rd at 9 am.  People 
will be sharing their talents 
including readings, music, and 
skits. Sunday School children will 
be performing “The Good News 
Flash.” To join in the 
performance, sign up on the 

sheet in the Narthex or by contacting Tania Anderson or 
the church office. We look forward to seeing everyone!! 
 

COOKIE WALK – DEC 9 

 

  
 
Join us on December 9th from 9 am to noon for our 
annual cookie walk. You don’t have to worry about 
doing holiday baking this year! Purchase your box of 
cookies right here at Bethlehem. Do you love to bake 
and want to help contribute towards the cookies? We’d 
love that too! For questions please contact JoAnne 
Genrich.  
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GIFTS OF BETHLEHEM SILENT AUCTION 

 

 
 
Our Silent auction is live! You can bid online or in 
person at the church. All proceeds from the auction will 
be donated to other not-for-profit organizations in the 
Portage area.  
 

https://new.biddingowl.com/BethlehemGOB 
 

Thank you to the following companies for their 
generous donations of certificates: 

 
General Engineering Company 

Moose Jaw 
Jimmy Johns 

Nachos 
Famous Dave’s 

Sal’s Pizza 
Popcorn Corner 

Canape Sandwich 
Starbucks 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES  

 
 

 
 
 

BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE  

 

 
While Advent is a season of hope and Christmas is a 
season of joy, not everyone feels hopeful or like 
celebrating. Grief, illness, aging, depression, loneliness, 
unemployment, and loss are magnified. Even those who 
are not struggling with losses may feel the stress of 
preparations and expectations around Christmas time. 
This year we will again have our Blue Christmas service 
on Wednesday, December 20 at 5:30 pm to hopefully 
provide a time and place of solace during this often-
frenetic season surrounding the celebration of 
Christmas. We will come together to seek healing and 
give room to share grief, sadness, loneliness, or 
confusion when these emotions often feel out of place 
during the holidays. Please join us as you feel 
comfortable. Pr. Jaime is looking for volunteers to read 
during this service. Please contact the office or Pr. 
Jaime. 
 
 

https://new.biddingowl.com/BethlehemGOB
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POINSETTIAS FOR DECORATING 

 
ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS 

 
Once again, we will celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ 
with poinsettias in the Chancel. You may order a 
poinsettia at a cost of $12.00 per plant.  All orders must 
be received in the Church Office by Wednesday, 
December 6th.  The plants may not be taken until after the 
4:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Worship Service. 

 
Poinsettia Plant 

 
Number of plants ________________ 
 
Plant Color: Please circle your color choice.  
Red                      White                       Red/White Bi-Color 

Christmas Mouse (Pictured below) 
 
In Honor of __________________________________ 
In Memory of ________________________________ 
Given by ____________________________________ 
Total amount enclosed: ________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONFIRMATION  

 

 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATE 

 
We hope everyone had a great Thanksgiving.  

On December 2nd, all Sunday School students will meet 
at 9am for play practice, crafts and lunch.  As part of 
Gifts of Bethlehem on Sunday, December 3rd , all our 
talented students will perform in the play “The Good 
News Flash”! The children have been hard at work 
learning their songs and parts and can’t wait for 
everyone to see it.  

We will be hosting a potluck and ask for all church 
families whose last name starts with A-G to bring 
Dessert, H-P sides, bagels, muffins, Q-Z main dish. 
Please bring it to the Fellowship Hall by 9 on December 
3rd. If you would be available to help with set-up, clean 
up, or serving please let us know.  

Don’t forget our last lesson before Christmas break is on 
December 17th where we will learn about John the 
Baptist Proclaims Jesus’ Coming-John 1:6-8, 19-28. Our 
first day of class in the New Year will be January 7th. 

We hope you all have a Very Merry Christmas and A 
Happy New Year.  

We are very grateful to have your child/ren in Sunday 
School this year. If you have any questions, please 
contact Jeanette Gessner. 
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SCRIP 

 

 

 

Do Your Christmas Shopping with 

SCRIP! 

Scrip is a fundraising program where you can purchase 
gift cards for many different vendors and a portion of 
each sale is sent back to the church. As the holidays are 
approaching, you can get some shopping done and 
support Bethlehem at the same time! This is an easy 
way to support the church while purchasing cards that 
you already use or need! 

See our “Giving” page on our website for more 
information. Order early too so they can be delivered in 
time for Christmas. Contact Carla Gerhardt with any 
questions. 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

 
Due to pricing increases we are 
moving away from fresh altar 
flowers. Ginny Paulson will be 
making seasonal silk 
arrangements for the altar. You 
can still honor people and 
events by making a $20 
donation to the church, we will 
continue to list the information in our weekly bulletin. 
There will be forms available in the narthex.  
 

NEW MEMBERS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
We would like to welcome the following individuals who 
joined our church last month. Be sure to say hello and 
introduce yourself if you haven’t already.  
 

Justin Cave 
Mercedes Cave 
Joe Jackowski 
Charlie Olson 

Shirley Stibb-Banks 
Cary Dahl 

OPEN PERSONNEL SEAT 

 
Do you have gifts and/or experience in personnel 
related matters such as maintaining an employee 
handbook, hiring policies, and job descriptions? Do you 
have a passion for creating a positive employee 
atmosphere here at Bethlehem? If so, please consider 
this volunteer 
opportunity! 
There is a seat 
available on the 
personnel 
committee and we 
would love to have 
you! The 
committee meets 
at most a handful 
of times per year and guides/advises on employee best 
practices. Below please find a description of the 
Personnel Committee: 

It shall handle all employee related matters, 
specifically the employee handbook, hiring policies 
and procedures, and job descriptions. It will follow 
all duties written in Personnel Committee 
description. Members of the Personnel Committee 
will not hold a concurrent seat on the Church 
Council. The Treasurer will a member ex officio.   

If you are interested, please contact Pastor Jaime or one 
of the current members, Robin Kvalo and Barb Olson-
Rothwell. 
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ELCA GOOD GIFTS  

 
As members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America (ELCA), we believe that God is calling us into 
the world – together. And with generous, loving hands, 
we can make a difference. Again, this year we are 
hoping to make that difference with the Good Gifts 
Giving Tree. ELCA Good Gifts is your opportunity to 
provide critical support to the ministries and programs 
that mean the most to you and the people you love.  
In the entryway to church will be a tree with ornaments. 
Each ornament will have a gift you can contribute 
towards. How it works:  

 
1. Select an ornament off the tree – it’s yours to take 
home  

 

2. Two ways to give: a. Put your money in a Good Gifts 
envelope (they will be near the tree) with your name, 
envelope number, and dollar amount and turn it in with 
your normal offerings or into the office. Checks should 
be made out to Bethlehem. At the end of Advent, we 
will send the money to the ELCA. OR,  

b. You can visit https://goodgifts.elca.org/ and 
contribute directly to the ELCA  

 
3. If you are giving this gift in honor of someone, there 
are cards available next to the tree to let them know of 
your contribution.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING 

As Advent begins and we 
prepare to remember our 
Lord’s coming into our 
world, the choir will be 
sharing their musical gifts. 
We will also be sharing our 
hearts and singing voices 
with those in the church 
and community as we go 

Christmas Caroling on Saturday December 17th. Join us 
in spreading some Christmas cheer! After worship some 
refreshments will be served. We are planning to depart 
the church around 12 pm and we will be caravaning to a 
variety of homes and care facilities. We will wrap up 
around 2:30 pm. Everyone is welcome including 
children 
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FINANCIAL UPDATE 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

December 2023 WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 

 

  Looking for volunteers!   Contact the Church office to volunteer.   



 

 

 December 2023 

 

 

      
 
 

      

       



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 


