5th SUNDAY OF EASTER
May 11 & 15, 2022
W8267 Hwy 33 East,
Portage, Wisconsin 53901
Pastor Jaime Benson
pastor.jaime.benson@gmail.com
608-742-8502
www.bethlehemLCportage.org
bethluch15@gmail.com
Church Office Hours: Mon-Wed
9am-3pm, Thurs & Fri 9am-12pm

Holy Communion is celebrated each week; all people of God are welcome. We offer
communion two ways: prepacked and communion at the altar. You can pick up the prefilled
communion cup on your way into the sanctuary or ask the usher for it at communion time. It
contains a wafer, which you open first by lifting the clear cellophane on top and then the grape
juice. If you would like a gluten free wafer, please let the usher know before the start of
worship. We have begun to offer communion at the altar again for those that wish to come up.
Please fill out a Communion Card found in the pew racks and give it to the usher when you
come up for communion.
Children’s Worship Activity Bags are available in the Narthex with activities for your children,
please help yourself. You can place the used activity bags in the basket located beneath the
activity bag tree as you leave. We have a Cry Room for your comfort where you can hear and
see the service.
Hearing assistance devices are available on the counter in the Narthex for your convenience.
Please ask the greeter or usher for help.
Large print copies of the bulletin are available in the Narthex.
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Enter to praise
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.
*Please rise in body and/or spirit*
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
In the waters of baptism, we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ, and we are a
new creation. For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God, who was, who is, and
who is to come. We thank you, God, for your river of life, flowing freely from your throne:
through the earth, through the city, through every living thing. You rescued Noah and his family
from the flood; You opened wide the sea for the Israelites. Now in these waters you flood us
with mercy, and our sin is drowned forever. You open the gate of righteousness and we pass
safely through. In Jesus Christ, you calm and trouble the waters. You nourish us and enclose us
in safety. You call us forth and send us out. In lush and barren places, you are with us. You have
become our salvation. Now breathe upon this water and awaken your church once more. Claim
us again as your beloved and holy people. Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away
every tear. To you, our Beginning and our End, our Shepherd and Lamb, be honor, glory, praise,
and thanksgiving, now and forever. Amen.
GATHERING HYMN

#452 v. 1, 2 “Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death”

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain nothing. Pour into our
hearts your most excellent gift of love, that, made alive by your Spirit, we may know
goodness and peace, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
*You may be seated for the readings*
FIRST READING: Acts 11:1-18
In defense of his earlier baptism of non-Jewish believers, Peter demonstrates to the members of
the Jerusalem church that God’s intention to love Gentiles as well as Jews is revealed in Jesus’
testimony. In this way the mission to the Gentiles is officially authorized.
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Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also accepted
the word of God. 2So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized
him, 3saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?” 4Then Peter began to
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explain it to them, step by step, saying, 5“I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I
saw a vision. There was something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered
by its four corners; and it came close to me. 6As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals,
beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. 7I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter;
kill and eat.’ 8But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered
my mouth.’ 9But a second time the voice answered from heaven, ‘What God has made clean,
you must not call profane.’ 10This happened three times; then everything was pulled up again to
heaven. 11At that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house where
we were. 12The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a distinction between them and
us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. 13He told us how
he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is
called Peter; 14he will give you a message by which you and your entire household will be
saved.’ 15And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the
beginning. 16And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized with
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17If then God gave them the same gift that
he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?”
18
When they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, “Then God has given
even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.” The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to
God.
PSALM 148
The splendor of the LORD is over earth and heaven. (Ps. 148:13)
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Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise God in the heights.
Praise the LORD, all you angels; sing praise, all you hosts of heaven.
3
Praise the LORD, sun and moon; sing praise, all you shining stars.
4
Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens, and you waters above the heavens.
5
Let them praise the name of the LORD, who commanded, and they were created,
6
who made them stand fast forever and ever, giving them a law that shall not pass away.
7
Praise the LORD from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps;
8
fire and hail, snow and fog, tempestuous wind, doing God’s will;
9
mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars;
10
wild beasts and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds;
11
sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the world;
12
young men and maidens, old and young together.
13
Let them praise the name of the LORD,
whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven.
14
The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful servants,
the children of Israel, a people who are near the LORD. Hallelujah!
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SECOND READING: Revelation 21:1-6
John’s vision shows us that in the resurrection the new age has dawned; God dwells with us
already. Yet we wait for the time when the tears that cloud our vision will be wiped away. Then
we will see the new heaven, new earth, and new Jerusalem.
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1

I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away,
and the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from
the throne saying, “See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them; they will
be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; 4he will wipe every tear from their eyes.
Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have
passed away.” 5And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things
new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6Then he said to me,
“It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give
water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.” The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
*Please rise in body and/or spirit for the Gospel*

GOSPEL: John 13:31-35
The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.
After washing the disciples’ feet, predicting his betrayal, and then revealing his betrayer, Jesus
speaks of his glorification on the cross. This deep complicated love of Jesus, even to death on
the cross, will be the distinctive mark of Jesus’ community.
31

When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been
glorified in him. 32If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and
will glorify him at once. 33Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for
me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 34I
give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also
should love one another. 35By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have
love for one another.” The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
*You may be seated*
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (Sunday)
SERMON
*Please rise in body and/or spirit*
SERMON HYMN
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#377, v. 1, 2, 3, “Alleluia! Jesus is Risen!”

NEW MEMBER INSTALLATION (Sunday)
Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for these people, one with us in the
body of Christ, whom we welcome as new members into the life and ministry of this
congregation. Steve and Ginny have come to join our congregation.
THE APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus
Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
Address and Questions (Sunday)
In baptism, we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share in the mission of God.
We are called to live among God’s faithful people, to hear the word of God and share in the
Lord’s supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all
people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth.
Siblings in Christ,
do you intend to continue in the covenant of your baptism among God’s people in this place?
Those being welcomed respond. (I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.)
People of God, do you promise to support and pray for these new members in their life in
Christ? We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.
Welcome (Sunday)
Let us welcome siblings in Christ to this community of faith.
We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give thanks and praise to God
and proclaim the good news to all the world.
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Pray aloud as the spirit guides you
P: Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the church,
people in need, and all of creation.
A brief silence.
Loving God, lead us to follow your Spirit, rather than our own prejudices or desires, as the
church cares for one another. Open us to perceive your gifts in those we least expect. God, in
your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Inspire us to praise you through the beauty and majesty of the natural world around us (local
natural areas may be named). Urge us toward more deliberate care of the world you have made.
God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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Humble the rulers of nations before your splendor. Direct them to the people who need their
attention most, and turn them from the temptation to hoard wealth or power. God, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
Hasten to dwell among those who are in pain or distress especially for all of those on our prayer
list. As Christ enters our deepest suffering, remain with those experiencing despair and great
need. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Place holy love at the center of all our relationships and communities. By your love heal us,
convict us, and renew us. Bring an end to racism in our churches and communities. Let
everyone know your goodness by the love we show one another. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Give us a place in the diverse company of your beloved saints. Teach us the value of each
person’s identity, and bless us with a shared identity as your children, kindred of Christ. God, in
your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We give you thanks for our new members whom you have drawn to yourself by the love of
Jesus Christ and whom we have welcomed into this household of faith. Keep us close together
in your Spirit, in the breaking of bread and the prayers, and in service to others. God, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
P: In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving Spirit;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
*You may be seated*
THE OFFERING
We share our offerings for the mission of Christ through Bethlehem. Thank you for your
participation in this ministry to the Glory of God!
*Please rise in body and/or spirit*
OFFERING PRAYER
Living God, you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together in your peaceable reign, and you
welcome us all at your table. Reach out to us through this meal, and show us your wounded and
risen body, that we may be nourished and believe in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God It is right to give our thanks and praise.
..we praise your name and join the unending hymn…

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The risen Christ dwells with us here. All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, come.
*You may be seated*
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DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
You may come forward to receive communion at this time. If you prefer to celebrate communion
in your pew with prepackaged elements, please let the usher know.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We give you thanks, generous God, for in this bread and cup we have tasted the new heaven and
earth where hunger and thirst are no more. Send us from this table as witnesses to the
resurrection, that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name. Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
• May 15th End of the School Year Congregational Potluck & Game Day & Plant Sale
• Cyber Security & Safety Talk, May 18th at 6:30 pm
BLESSING
God, the Author of life, Christ, the living Cornerstone, and the life-giving Spirit of adoption, ☩
bless you now and forever. Amen.
SENDING HYMN

“May the God of Hope Go with Us”

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.
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DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Tell what God has done. Thanks be to God.
Depart to share
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This Week’s Worship Team
Wednesday 5:30 pm, 5/11
Music: Jody
Usher: Geoff Gilbert
Acolyte: Everett Schilling
Altar Guild: Judy Donahue

Next Week’s Worship Team
Wednesday 5:30 pm, 5/18
Music: Carla
Usher:
Acolyte: Shia Grosklaus
Altar Guild: Kathy Lawrence

Sunday 9am, 5/15
Music: Carla
Ushers: __________
Reader: Joan Swift
Video Production: ______________
Acolyte: Avri Anderson
Altar Guild: Kucksdorfs
Communion Assistants: ___________
Coffee Hour: ___________
Altar Flowers: Ed & Marie Rohrbacher

Sunday 9am, 5/22
Music: Youth
Ushers: Youth
Reader: Youth
Video Production: Lori/Brady Cox
Acolyte: Alex Hayes
Altar Guild: _______________
Communion Assistants: Youth

Please Pray For
Church Prayer List:
Mark Teslik
Elaine Benson
Dorothy Casson
Mary Tennyson
Bonnie Bender
Lynn Grueneberg
Noretta Moran

The high school youth group is
participating in a 30 hour famine on May
19th as a way to learn about global
hunger. In doing so they will be raising
money that will go directly to people
around the world struggling to feed their
families. This is all possible through an
organization called World Vision. Just
$40 will feed and care for a child for an
entire month!! To donate for global
hunger use this QR code.
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Our Extended Family Prayer Concerns:
Sharon Stickford (friend of Ginny Paulson’s)
Christie Rhinehart (Cloe’s daughter)
Jim Atkinson
Lori Culberson (Dianna Bush’s sister-in-law)
Lavern Allhiser (brother-in-law of Sandy Sween)
Freda Manzullo (Mark Teslik’s sister)
Judy Fleres (Ginny Paulson’s cousin)
Lynn Henrickson (Del & Margaret Molden’s in-law)
Jody Crosby (friend of Denhartighs)
Judy Skille (Tania Anderson’s mother)
Deb Moe & family (Sandra Sween’s cousin)
Betty Hayes (Chad Hayes’ grandma)
Steve Rohrbacher (Marie & Ed’s son)
Tom Teslik (Mark Teslik’s son)
Rick Voight (Halley Harms’ father)

The Quilters are
looking for
sheets to back
quilts - clean/no
stains and
cotton material
for the fronts.
Items can be
dropped off at
the church
office.

Altar Guild Training

Our first training will
be Wednesday May
25th. Please meet at 5
pm in the sacristy.
Another one will be
scheduled on a Sunday
in June if needed.

Sunday, May 15th

This Week:

Wednesday, May 11
Food Pantry Helpers
10:30 am Tai Chi
5:30 pm Worship
6:30 pm Confirmation –
Last Class
Thursday, May 12
9 am Women’s Group

End of the School Year
Congregational Potluck &
Game Day
ALL members are welcome to join the Sunday
School and Confirmation families as they
celebrate the end of the school year! BBQ, Mac
and Cheese, Lemonade, and water will be
provide. You can bring whatever you would
like. We will have some games and you are
welcome to bring a game of your own.
Hopefully the weather permits so we can have
inside and outside games. If not, we will be
inside. We look forward to seeing everyone and
having a fun day!

Durable Medical Equipment
Are you or someone you know in need
of a walker, wheel chair, or other
equipment that may aid in mobility?
Judy LaMarche would like to find good
homes for some items. Please contact
Judy or the church for more info.
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Friday, May 13
10:30 am Tai Chi
Sunday, May 15
9 am Worship
10 am Hand Chime
Practice
Potluck & Game Day,
Plant Sale
Monday, May 16
Pr. Out for Cont. Ed.
10:30 Tai Chi
1 pm Card Club
6:30 pm SRA Meeting
Tuesday, May 17
Pr. Out for Cont. Ed.
9 am Quilters
Wednesday, May 18
Pr. Out for Cont. Ed.
10:30 am Tai Chi
5:30 pm Worship
7 pm HS Bible Study
Thursday, May 19
6:30pm Council Mtg

Betty Ring’s Birthday
celebration
The family of
Betty Ring
invites you to
share in the celebration of
her 90th birthday on
Sunday May 29, 2022 at
an open house from 12-4
pm. at the Portage Best
Western Hotel and
Conference Center, 2701
County Rd. CX, Portage,
WI 53901. Please join us
for lunch, and/or cake and
coffee. The birthday girl
asks that you bring only
your Betty stories, smiles,
hugs and good wishes!

Sunday, May 15th
Taking donations of
perennials for the plant
sale. You can drop
them off at church a
few days before the
sale. Please ID them,
include planting care
instructions & a photo
of the mature plant.

All High School Youth
are welcome and
encouraged to help
lead the next Youth
Led Worship on May
22. Contact Megan
Jahoda if you’d like to
participate.

High School Senior
Recognition May 22
High school seniors
make sure to join us this
Sunday in celebration &
recognition of your
accomplishments.

Mission Kits
Collecting items for mission
kits. See the weekly
newsletter or the May
Chimes for more details.

Join Us! Cyber Security and
Safety Talk given by Detective
Sergeant Brian Johnson of the
Columbia County Sheriff's Office.
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May is Recycle for
Sight. Great time to
clean out your
drawers and bring in
your old prescription
eyeglasses,
prescription
sunglasses, hearing
aids, & printer
cartridges. The Lions
of WI have an annual
mission to Mexico to
aid those in need of
eyewear & other
medical purposes.
Children’s glasses are
in high demand.
There will be a box in
the narthex for
collection.

Wed. May 18th at 6:30 pm in the
Sanctuary.

Practice
Sunday,
May 15th 10 am

