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4th SUNDAY OF LENT 

March 19 & 22, 2023 

W8267 Hwy 33 East,  

Portage, Wisconsin 53901 

 

Pastor Jaime Benson 

Office: 608-742-8502  

www.bethlehemLCportage.org 

Church Office Hours:  

Mon-Wed 9am-3pm,  

Thurs & Fri 9am-12pm 

 

 

Holy Communion is celebrated each week; all people of God are welcome. We offer it two 

ways: prepacked and communion at the altar. You can pick up the prefilled communion cup on 

your way into the sanctuary or ask the usher for it at communion time. It contains a wafer, 

which you open first by lifting the clear cellophane on top and then the grape juice. If you 

would like a gluten free wafer, please let the usher know before the start of worship. We also 

offer communion at the altar for those that wish to come up. Please fill out a Communion Card 

found in the pew racks and give it to the usher when you come up for communion. 
 

Children’s Worship Activity Bags are available in the Narthex with activities for your children, 

please help yourself.  You can place the used activity bags in the basket located beneath the 

activity bag tree as you leave. We have a Cry Room for your comfort where you can hear and 

see the service.  
 

Hearing assistance devices are available on the counter in the Narthex for your convenience.  

Please ask the greeter or usher for help. 
 

 Large print copies of the bulletin are available in the Narthex. 
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Enter to praise 

We invite those who are able to stand each time this symbol❖ appears in the bulletin.  

 

❖ CALL TO WORSHIP 

Scripture is full of questions… 

Where are you? 

Am I my brother’s keeper? 

Whom shall I send? 

Who do you say that I am? 

Who sinned? 

How many times shall I forgive? 

If God is for us, who can be against us? 

Scripture is full of questions, 

so just like those in our scriptures, may we bring our full curiosity and wonder into this space. 

Let us ask and seek after our merciful God. 
 

❖ CALL TO CONFESSION 

In today’s text, the disciples ask Jesus, “Who sinned?” They want to know who around them 

could be blamed for suffering. The disciples want to identify who around them had done wrong. 

In the prayer of confession, we stop pointing fingers at others. In confession, we turn our 

attention toward ourselves and invite God into that honest and vulnerable space. So do this 

counter-cultural thing with me today. Let us pray together using the prayer of confession, 

printed in your bulletin (or visible on your screen). Let us pray: 
 

❖ PRAYER OF CONFESSION & WORDS OF FORGIVENESS 

Who here has sinned? 

We have sinned. We put our heads in the sand. We ignored people in need. We make false 

assumptions and fail to be kind. We are in need of forgiveness. 

Good news! Our God is a merciful God. God does not punish, hold grudges, or keep score. 

When you suffer, God weeps. When you sin, God forgives. When you lose your way, God 

comes running. 

Thanks be to God for a love like that. 

Have you sinned? 

I have sinned. I put my head in the sand. I ignore people in need. I make false assumptions and 

fail to be kind. I, too, am in need of forgiveness. 

Good news! Our God is a merciful God. God does not punish, hold grudges, or keep score. 

When you suffer, God weeps. When you sin, God forgives. When you lose your way, God 

comes running. 
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❖ GATHERING HYMN 
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❖ GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. And also with you.  
 

❖ PRAYER OF THE DAY 

God of Good news, there is reading your Word, there is hearing your Word, and then 

there is tunneling ourselves into your Word—harvesting your Word, building a home in 

your Word, laying your Word over us like a blanket, wrapping ourselves in your Word, 

know your Word like the back of our hand, singing your Word, planting ourselves like a 

garden in your Word. God, we could listen to scripture like we listen to the news, or we 

could cocoon ourselves in your Word and it could change us entirely. So bundle us up. 

Give us the latter. We want to know you. With hopeful hearts we pray, Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 16:1-13 
1The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from 

being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the 

Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” 2Samuel said, “How can I 

go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I 

have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ 3Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you 

shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” 4Samuel did what the LORD 

commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and 

said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5He said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD; 

sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and 

invited them to the sacrifice. 

 6When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s anointed is now 

before the LORD.” 7But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the 

height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they 

look on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” 8Then Jesse called Abinadab, 

and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 9Then 

Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 10Jesse 

made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not 

chosen any of these.” 11Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There 

remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and 

bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.” 12He sent and brought him in. Now he 

was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; 

for this is the one.” 13Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his 

brothers; and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel 

then set out and went to Ramah.  The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  
 

PSALM: 23 

 1The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. 

 2The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside still waters. 

 3You restore my soul, O LORD, and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 

 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; 
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  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

 5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 

  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 

 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 

  and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 
 

SECOND READING: Ephesians 5:8-14 (Sunday) 
8Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light—9for the 

fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 10Try to find out what is pleasing 

to the Lord. 11Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12For it 

is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; 13but everything exposed by the light 

becomes visible, 14for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,  

 “Sleeper, awake! 

  Rise from the dead, 

 and Christ will shine on you.” The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

❖ GOSPEL: John 9:1-41 (Sunday) 

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 
1As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who 

sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor 

his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4We must 

work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. 5As 

long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6When he had said this, he spat on the 

ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7saying to him, 

“Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came 

back able to see. 8The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, 

“Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were 

saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10But they kept 

asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11He answered, “The man called Jesus made 

mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed 

and received my sight.” 12They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 

 13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it was a 

sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15Then the Pharisees also began to 

ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I 

washed, and now I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does 

not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such 

signs?” And they were divided. 17So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about 

him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 

 18The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called 

the parents of the man who had received his sight 19and asked them, “Is this your son, who you 

say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 20His parents answered, “We know that this is 

our son, and that he was born blind; 21but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we 

know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22His parents said 

this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who 
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confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23Therefore his parents 

said, “He is of age; ask him.” 

 24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give 

glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25He answered, “I do not know whether he is 

a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26They said to him, “What 

did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27He answered them, “I have told you already, 

and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his 

disciples?” 28Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of 

Moses. 29We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he 

comes from.” 30The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he 

comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he 

does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 32Never since the world began has it 

been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33If this man were not from 

God, he could do nothing.” 34They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you 

trying to teach us?” And they drove him out. 

 35Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe 

in the Son of Man?” 36He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” 
37Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” 38He said, “Lord, 

I believe.” And he worshiped him. 39Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that 

those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind.” 40Some of the 

Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” 41Jesus said to 

them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin 

remains.” The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON (Sunday) 

SERMON 
 

❖ SERMON HYMN #673 “God, Whose Almighty Word” 
 

❖ AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

We believe in a merciful God, 

a God who does not keep score, 

a God who wants good for us. 

We believe in a creative God, 

a God who would heal with mud, 

a God capable of seeing what we cannot. 

We believe in a saving God, 

a God who heals, 

a God who greets our questions with patience, 

a God who sends us out with hope in our step. 

What wondrous love is this. Amen.  
 

❖ THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Pray aloud as the Spirit guides you 

P: Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 
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Eternal God, you seal us by the Holy Spirit and mark us with the cross of Christ forever in 

baptism. Inspire us by your love as together we strive for justice and peace in all the earth. 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Creating God, by your word you have made all things, and you hate nothing you have made. 

Teach us to perceive the beauty of the breadth of your creation, from the grandest mountain 

range to the smallest springtime bud. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Powerful God, you anoint kings and establish rulers. Guide the work of heads of state and 

elected officials. Encourage them to lead with justice and to remove barriers that impede the 

well-being of all. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Shepherding God, you lead us beside still waters and restore our souls. Keep watch over those 

who weep; tend all who are sick and comfort those who grieve especially for all of those on our 

prayer list and in our hearts. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

God our host, you fill us at your table with more than we could ever ask. Feed us with hunger 

for justice. Equip the feeding ministries of this congregation and community. Nourish us so we 

can nourish our neighbors. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

God of history, with thanksgiving we remember our ancestors in faith who cared for your 

people. We praise you for the ways they formed the faith of others and continue to inspire us. 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

P: We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to renew 

your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

❖ PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 

THE OFFERING 

We share our offerings for the mission of Christ through Bethlehem. Thank you for your 

participation in this ministry to the Glory of God! 
 

❖ OFFERING PRAYER 

God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present them in faithful service for 

the sake of your gospel. Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal as you pour out your very 

presence through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. Amen. 
 

❖ GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

God of the lost and the found, surely it is right for us to give our thanks and praise; for day after 

day we look for you, and day after day we find you: in the laughter of children, in the sun rising 

over the horizon, in the flowers of spring.  

 

Our seeking does not go unanswered, and for that we are grateful. 
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❖ WORD OF INSTITUTION 
 

Like a dog with a scent, may we walk toward your kingdom, never giving up, never wandering 

off the path. And as we see and as we seek, pour out your Spirit on this ordinary bread and cup. 

May this meal be the nourishment we need to continue seeking you in the world.  
 

Until your promised day, we will pray. Until your promised day, we will seek, saying: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 
 

❖ INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Friends, if your seeking has led you here, if your weary heart followed breadcrumbs all the way 

to this sanctuary, then I have good news: you do not have to seek anymore. This table is God’s 

Table. So if you came here looking for justice, then rest in the comfort that all will be fed here. 

If you came seeking beauty, then let your spirit marvel at the beauty of a community coming 

together. If you came seeking a brush with the Divine, then know that God is present in this 

ordinary meal. So kick off your walking shoes. Let your weary heart stop the search. We are 

standing on holy ground. This is God’s Table. All are invited. Come. 
 

 
 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

You may come forward to receive communion at this time. If you prefer to celebrate communion 

in your pew with prepackaged elements, please let the usher know. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

God of manna and mustard seeds, we came to this Table hungry and we leave feeling full—full 

of hope, full of promise, full of what could be.  For we not only found glimpses of you at this 



9 

Table, but we caught a glimpse of the way things could be: in a meal where all are welcomed 

and all are fed. Is there anything holier than that? So thank you for nourishing our curiosity 

alongside our spirit and our conviction. May we always seek you the way you seek after us. 

With grateful hearts we pray, Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
- Easter flower orders due by March 26th 

- Values Sessions, March 19 

- Parish Admin Assist job applications due March 20 

- Need volunteers to help welcome members for photo sessions – sign up in narthex 

- Sign up for your photo session – that is this week! 

- Worship volunteers needed for Holy Week 
 

❖ BLESSING 

As you leave this place, may God bless you with seeking. Seek out the hungry. Seek the weary. 

Seek the good in every person you pass. Seek out the hopeful. Seek the faithful. Seek God in 

each of us. As you seek and as you wonder, may you find what you are looking for. In the name 

of our loving God, who is always seeking us, go now in peace. Amen. 
 

❖ SENDING HYMN #779 “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound” 
 

❖ DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve in love. Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 

Depart to share 
 

This Week’s Worship Team 

Sunday Morning Service 9am, 3/19 

Music: Carla 

Reader: Nancy Buckley 

Usher:  Dianna Bush 

Video Production: ______________ 

Acolyte: Mikayla Bovre 

Altar Guild: Judy Traut 

Communion Assistants: Judy Traut & Nancy Buckley 

Coffee Hour:  

 

Wednesday 5:30 pm, 3/22 

Music: Samantha 

Acolyte: Kinleyh Anderson 

Altar Guild: Cara Druckrey 

Usher: _______ 

Reader: _______ 

Communion Assistant: Cara Druckrey 

Soup Supper: All Committees & Sunday School 

Families 

Next Week’s Worship Team 

Sunday Morning Service 9am, 3/26 

Music: Samantha 

Reader: Bobbie Goodman 

Usher:  ______________ 

Video Production: Justice Oh 

Acolyte: Lindsey Nickel 

Altar Guild: Lisa Cook 

Communion Assistants: Lisa Cook & _____ 

Coffee Hour:  

 

Wednesday 5:30 pm, 3/29 

Music: Samantha 

Acolyte: Clara Georgeson 

Altar Guild: Cara Druckrey 

Usher: _______ 

Reader: Bonnie Dixon 

Communion Assistant: Cara Druckrey & ____ 

Soup Supper: High School Youth Families & 

Council 
 

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 

“Prayer by Rev. Sarah A. Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org.” 
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Please Pray For 

Church Prayer List: 

  

Our Extended Family Prayer Concerns: 

Family of Elayne Hanson 

Ann Ciske 

Joan & Roger Von Haden 

Cheryl Skeie 

Donn Trinrud 

Dustin Mueller 

Dick Olson 

Mark Teslik 

Bonnie Bender 

Noretta Moran 

Ruth Druckrey-Theys (Travis Druckrey’s 

mother) 

Annette Knapton (Betty Ring’s niece) 

Percy Pitzer (friend of Lucile Gauger) 

Carly (niece of Jeff & Kerry Melby) 

Sharon Stickford (friend of Ginny Paulson’s) 

Lavern Allhiser (brother-in-law of Sandy Sween) 

Freda Manzullo (Mark Teslik’s sister) 

Deb Moe & family (Sandra Sween’s cousin) 

Tom Teslik (Mark Teslik’s son) 

 
LENTEN SOUP SUPPER SERVING 

SCHEDULE 

March 22 - All Committee Members 

(Christian Ed, Local & Global, Worship & 

Music, Finance, Property, Stewardship) & 

Sunday School Families 

March 29 -High School Youth Families & 

Council 

Pew Cushion Fundraiser 

Looking to raise the remaining $2,025 

needed to finish the pew cushion project. If 

this is something you would like to contribute 

extra towards, please put those offerings in a 

separate envelope and mark it for “Pew 

Cushions”. Thank you for your support and 

help with this project. 

 
Easter Flower Orders 

Forms in Narthex. Orders 
due to office by Sunday, 

March 26th 

  
Next meeting: March 30th 

at 9 am – will be taste 
testing food for the April tea 
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  This Week:  
Sunday, March 19 

9 am Worship 

10:15 am 1st Communion Class, 

Sunday School, Strategic Planning 

Values Session, & Lenten 

Devotional Study 
 

Monday, March 20 

Admin Job App Due 

10:30 am Tai Chi 

1 pm Card Club 

6:30 pm SRA Meeting 
 

Tuesday, March 21 

9 am Quilters 

Starting at 1 pm Church Directory 

Photo Sessions 
 

Wednesday, March 22 

10:30 am Tai Chi 

Starting at 1 pm Church Directory 

Photo Sessions 

5:30 pm Worship & Soup Supper 

6:25 pm 1st Communion Class 
 

Thursday, March 23 

Starting at 1 pm Church Directory 

Photo Sessions 
 

Friday, March 24 

10:30 am Tai Chi 

Starting at 11 am Church 

Directory Photo Sessions 
 

Saturday, March 25 

Starting at 9 am Church Directory 

Photo Sessions 
 

Sunday, March 26 

9 am Worship 

DR Youth Casserole Sale 

10:15 am 1st Communion Class, SS 

Activity, Lenten Devotional Study 

Strategic Planning Update: Values 

Sessions 

 
Next step in the process focuses on 

congregational values. There are three 

discussion session opportunities you are 

invited to participate in. We will select 

values that are important to our church 

and will influence our future 

congregational goals. There will be 

discussion and guidance on the 

procedure led by Jerry Saalsaa and 

Carol Pulsfus. The value sheets will be 

turned in and names do not have to be 

on them. All answers will be tabulated, 

and the church council will use the data 

collected to narrow them down to our 

congregation's top five.  

Meetings of no longer than 10 

minutes will be held on Wednesday, 

March 8 & 15 after church and soup 

supper, and Sunday, March 19 after 

church. Please attend one that works for 

you. The more participation we have, the 

better our final list of values will reflect 

our whole community. If you cannot 

attend you can still participate by picking 

up and turning in a values sheet into the 

office. If you have any questions, please 

contact one of our team members: 

Pastor Jaime, Kerry Melby, or Geoff 

Gilbert. 
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March 21st – March 25th 

Sign up now for your spot to get your picture 

taken for the New Church Photo Directory. You 

can sign up online or at church. 

Tues. March 21st 1:00 - 7:50 pm 

Wed. March 22nd 1:00 – 7:50 pm 

Thurs. March 23rd 1:00 – 7:50 pm 

Fri. March 24th 11:00 am – 5:50 pm 

Sat. March 25th 9:00 am – 3:00 pm 
 

4 Ways to Schedule Your Appointment 

1. Our website: www.bethlehemlcportage.org 

2. Call Church Office: 608-742-8502 

3. Sign up table at church 

4. Use QR Code Below 

 

Allow for 1 hour for your appointment 
 

Looking for volunteers to help with registration 

during photo sessions – sign up in narthex. 

Volunteers Needed… 

to help welcome & sign in members for their photo 
sessions for the church directory. Sign up sheet is in 
the narthex. Thank you!!  

 
Parish Administrative Assistant 

BLC is looking for an experienced 
administrative professional to 
cover the typical administrative 
and secretarial duties required of 
a church office position. Full job 
posting can be found on the 
bulletin board in narthex, as well 
as on our website: 
www.bethlehemlcportage.org 
Application deadline: March 
20th. If interested, please fill out 
the job application, which can be 
found on our website, and send 
along with your resume and 
cover letter. Compensation: 
hourly, negotiable, based on 
experience. 

 

Looking for worship volunteers 

for Holy Week and Easter. Sign up 

in narthex or online here. 

Maundy Thursday, 4/6, 6:30 pm 

Good Friday, 4/7, 1 pm 

Easter, 4/9, 8 am & 10:30 am with 

brunch between services 

Open Personnel Committee Seat 

See the March Chimes for more 

information. If interested, please 

contact Pastor Jaime. 

http://www.bethlehemlcportage.org/
http://www.bethlehemlcportage.org/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/15RzuYmJbhrWPwmP4btQNkd9vM-jgxHnESc38KL_BAjM/edit?usp=sharing

