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22nd SUNDAY after PENTECOST –October 20 & 24, 2021 

W8267 Hwy 33 East, Portage, Wisconsin 53901 

Pastor Jaime Benson       pastor.jaime.benson@gmail.com 

608-742-8502         www.bethlehemLCportage.org         bethluch15@gmail.com 

Church Office Hours: Mon-Wed 9am-3pm, Thurs & Fri 9am-12pm 
 

Holy Communion is celebrated each week; all people of God are welcome.  Please fill out a 

Communion Registration card found in the pew racks, and put it in the offering bowl as you 

leave the sanctuary. Please either pick up your prepackaged communion elements on your 

way into the sanctuary or you may come up to the altar to receive it. It contains a wafer, 

which you open first by lifting the clear cellophane on top and then the grape juice. If you 

would like a gluten free wafer, please let the usher know before the start of worship. 

Children’s Worship Activity Bags are available in the Narthex with activities for your children, 

please help yourself.  You can place the used activity bags in the basket located beneath the 

activity bag tree as you leave. We have a Cry Room for your comfort where you can hear and 

see the service. Due to Covid-19 we are asking that you reserve the Cry Room and it will only 

be for one family at a time.  

Hearing assistance devices are available on the counter in the Narthex for your convenience.  

Please ask the greeter or usher for help.  

Large print copies of the bulletin are available in the Narthex.  

mailto:bethluch15@gmail.com
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Enter to Praise 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 

begins. 

*Please rise in body and/or spirit.* 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure, and 

whose love is endless. Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

God our comforter: like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see 

scarcity. We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. We exploit the earth with 

our apathy and greed. Free us from our sin, gracious God. Listen when we call out to you 

for help. Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. Amen. 

 

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God 

makes you righteous. Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins. Amen.  
 

GATHERING HYMN (Sunday) #527 v. 1, 2, “Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now” 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. And also with you.  
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Eternal light, shine in our hearts. Eternal wisdom, scatter the darkness of our ignorance. 

Eternal compassion, have mercy on us. Turn us to seek your face, and enable us to reflect 

your goodness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

*You may be seated for the readings* 
 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:7-9  

This passage speaks not only of the southern kingdom, Judah, and its homecoming from exile in 

Babylon, but also of the northern kingdom (“Israel” or “Ephraim”) and its restoration. The 

northern tribes of Israel had been lost in exile to Assyria more than a century before Jeremiah 

prophesied. 
7Thus says the LORD: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the chief of the 

nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, “Save, O LORD, your people, the remnant of Israel.” 
8See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, and gather them from the farthest 

parts of the earth, among them the blind and the lame, those with child and those in labor, 
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together; a great company, they shall return here. 9With weeping they shall come, and with 

consolations I will lead them back, I will let them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in 

which they shall not stumble; for I have become a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 126 

Those who sowed with tears will reap with songs of joy. (Ps. 126:5) 

 1When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, then were we like those who dream. 

 2Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy. 

  Then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great things for them.”  

 3The LORD has done great things for us, and we are glad indeed. 

 4Restore our for- tunes, O LORD, like the watercourses of the Negeb. 

 5Those who sowed with tears will reap with songs of joy. 

 6Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, will come again with joy, shouldering 

their sheaves. 
 

SECOND READING: Hebrews 7:23-28  

Human priests of old offered sacrifice for their own sins and served only until their death. In 

contrast, Jesus is God’s Son, the holy, sinless, resurrected high priest. Death did not terminate 

his priestly service, but through his death he has interceded for our sins. 
23The former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by death from 

continuing in office; 24but he holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues forever. 
25Consequently he is able for all time to save those who approach God through him, since he 

always lives to make intercession for them. 

  26For it was fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, blameless, undefiled, 

separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. 27Unlike the other high priests, he has no 

need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for those of the people; this 

he did once for all when he offered himself. 28For the law appoints as high priests those who are 

subject to weakness, but the word of the oath, which came later than the law, appoints a Son 

who has been made perfect forever. The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

*Please rise in body and/or spirit for the Gospel* 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia. The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and save me for the heavenly 

kingdom. Alleluia. (2 Tim. 4:18) 

 

GOSPEL: Mark 10:46-52 

The holy gospel according to Mark. Glory to you, O Lord. 

Bartimaeus comes to Jesus with faith, asking that he might see again. Recognizing Jesus’ 

identity, Bartimaeus is the first person to call him “Son of David” in the Gospel of Mark. 
46As [Jesus] and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus son of 

Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside. 47When he heard that it was Jesus of 
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Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 48Many 

sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even more loudly, “Son of David, have mercy 

on me!” 49Jesus stood still and said, “Call him here.” And they called the blind man, saying to 

him, “Take heart; get up, he is calling you.” 50So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came 

to Jesus. 51Then Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do for you?” The blind man said to 

him, “My teacher, let me see again.” 52Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith has made you well.” 

Immediately he regained his sight and followed him on the way. The gospel of the Lord. Praise 

to you, O Christ. 

*You may be seated* 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (Sunday) 

SERMON  

*Please rise in body and/or spirit* 
 

SERMON HYMN (Sunday) #595 “Jesus Loves Me!” 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 

Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 

heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 

and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  - Pray aloud as the spirit guides you 

P: Set free from sin and death and nourished by the word of truth, we join in prayer for all of 

God’s creation. 

A brief silence. 

Risen One, we give you thanks for congregations and ministries throughout the world that serve 

as centers of prayer and action. Empower missionaries, teachers, healers, evangelists, and all 

who are sent to share your song of joy. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Holy One, we give you thanks for generous land that produces abundant harvests. Strengthen 

and protect all soils, from rooftop gardens to prairie farmlands, to patio planters to fertile 

valleys, and bless all who lovingly tend them. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Ruling One, we give you thanks for leaders of nations who work to build up the common good. 

Strengthen efforts of reconciliation among all nations, that peace extends in every direction. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
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Healing One, we give you thanks for all who labor for the health of others. Comfort and 

strengthen all who struggle with chronic pain. Send healing and relief to all who are sick, 

especially for all those on our prayer list. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Providing One, we give you thanks for all who provide for others. Inspire generosity in your 

people, so that we carry out the work of making disciples of all nations. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Living One, we give you thanks for the saints who have increased our faith. Give us courage to 

follow in hope until you gather us all around your table of abundance. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Confident that you hear us, O God, we boldly place our prayers into your hands; through Jesus 

Christ, our truth and life. 

Amen.  
 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

Due to Covid-19, we will not be collecting offerings as usual. You may put your offering in the 

bowl upon leaving the sanctuary. We share our offerings for the mission of Christ through 

Bethlehem. Thank you for your participation in this ministry to the Glory of God! 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to rain from the 

heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them with the offering of our lives 

to nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

All who hunger and thirst, come. The table is ready. 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you 
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take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away the sin of 

the world; grant us peace. 
 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

Communion is celebrated with individual elements in your pew or you may come up to the altar 

to receive the prepackaged elements. You may sit after receiving Communion 

*You may be seated* 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of 

salvation. Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing witness to the abundance of 

your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Trunk or Treat is Sunday, Oct 24 from 6 to 8 pm. Come decorate your trunk and hand out 

candy or come and trick or treat 

• Confirmation – Sunday, October 31st at 11 am 

• All Saints’ Sunday – submit names of loved ones who have died to be remember by ___  

• All Committee Meeting coming up in couple of weeks – Nov 8th 

 

*Please rise in body and/or spirit* 

BLESSING 

People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world. The holy Trinity, 

☩ one God, bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN #536 “God Be with You Till We Meet Again” 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. Thanks be to God. 
 

  
 

Depart to Share 

 

Today’s Worship Team 

Wednesday 5:30 pm, 10/20 

Music: Samantha 

Usher: Geoff Gilbert 

 

Sunday Morning Service 9am, 10/24 

Music: Samantha 

Reader: ______ 

Usher:  Del Molden 

Video Production: Ruth Price 

Coffee Hour: Cloe Rehdantz 

Altar Flowers: Dianna Bush in honor & memory 

of Jim Bush 

Next Week’s Worship Team 

Wednesday 5:30pm, 10/27 

Music: Samantha 

Usher: _______ 

 

Sunday Morning Service 9am, 10/31 

Music: Carla 

Reader: _________ 

Usher: ___________ 

Video Production: The Andersons 

Coffee Hour: ____________________  

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 
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Please Pray For 

Church Prayer List: 

  

Our Extended Family Prayer Concerns: 

Jeremy Schilling 

Bonnie Bender 

Lynn Grueneberg 

Noretta Moran 

 
Would you like someone added to the prayer list? 

Contact the church staff. 

Joanne Hanson 

Brian Loveland (friend of Lucille Gauger) 

Fred Richardson 

Nelson Richardson 

Jody Crosby 

John and Judy Skille (Tania Anderson’s parents) 

Brad Kohnke 

Deb Moe & family (Sandra Sween’s cousin) 

Randy VonRuden 

Betty Hayes (Chad Hayes’ grandma) 

Steve Rohrbacher (Marie & Ed’s son) 

Bill (Ann Ciske’s father-in-law) 

Randy 

Tom Teslik (Mark Teslik’s son) 

Rick Voight (Halley Harms’ father) 

Shannon Henderson 

Patty McGee 

Natalie Pierce 

 

 

  
Fall Food Drive 
We will be collecting food for 
the Wyocena Food Pantry 
starting Oct. 1st. There is a list 
of needed items in the narthex 
and Oct. Chimes 

We would like to honor and remember 

all those who have gone before us on 

All Saints Day, which we will celebrate 

on Sunday, November 7th.  

Please submit the 

names of your loved 

ones to the church 

office by Monday, 

November 1st so we 

can include them into 

the bulletin. Thank 

you. 
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 This Week:  
Wednesday, October 20 
 10:30 am Tai Chi 

 5:30 pm Worship 
 6:30 pm Confirmation Class 
 

Thursday, October 21 
 6:30 pm Council Meeting 
 

Friday, October 22 

CHIMES articles due to office 
 10:30 am Tai Chi 
 

Sunday, October 24 
 9 am In person & Online Worship  

 10:15 am Sunday School 
 6 – 8 pm Trunk or Treat 
 

Monday, October 25 

 10:30 Tai Chi 

 6:30 pm Card Club 
 

Tuesday, October 26 
 9 am Quilters 
 

Wednesday, October 27 
 10:30 am Tai Chi 

 5:30 pm Worship 

 6:30 pm Confirmation Class 

Sign up for Text Messages  
Take a picture of this 
QR code with your 
smart phone’s camera 
to sign up to receive 
text message reminders 
and updates about faith 
formation classes, 
events, meetings, 
closures, etc.  

 

Thursday, Nov. 11th 9 am 

Elayne Hanson will be giving a talk about 

poetry at the next Women’s Group. All 

women of the church are welcome. 


