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17th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

October 2, 2022 

W8267 Hwy 33 East,  

Portage, Wisconsin 53901 

 

Pastor Jaime Benson  

Office: 608-742-8502 

www.bethlehemLCportage.org  

 

Church Office Hours: Mon-Wed 9am-3pm, 

Thurs & Fri 9am-12pm 

 
 

 

Holy Communion is celebrated each week; all people of God are welcome. We offer 

communion two ways: prepacked and communion at the altar. You can pick up the prefilled 

communion cup on your way into the sanctuary or ask the usher for it at communion time. It 

contains a wafer, which you open first by lifting the clear cellophane on top and then the grape 

juice. If you would like a gluten free wafer, please let the usher know before the start of 

worship. We have begun to offer communion at the altar again for those that wish to come up. 

Please fill out a Communion Card found in the pew racks and give it to the usher when you 

come up for communion. 

 

Children’s Worship Activity Bags are available in the Narthex with activities for your children, 

please help yourself.  You can place the used activity bags in the basket located beneath the 

activity bag tree as you leave. We have a Cry Room for your comfort where you can hear and 

see the service.  

 

Hearing assistance devices are available on the counter in the Narthex for your convenience.  

Please ask the greeter or usher for help. 

 

 Large print copies of the bulletin are available in the Narthex. 
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Enter to praise 
 

❖ CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 

begins. We invite those who are able to stand each time this symbol❖ appears in the bulletin.  

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who is eager to forgive and who loves us beyond our 

days. Amen. 
 

Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world as Jesus does. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God of mercy and forgiveness, 

we confess that sin still has a hold on us. We have harmed your good creation. We have 

failed to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you. Turn us in a new direction. 

Show us the path that leads to life. Be our refuge and strength on the journey, through 

Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend. Amen. 
 

Beloved of God: your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made whole. God points the way to new 

life in Christ, who meets us on the road. Journey now in God’s abiding love through the power 

of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

❖ GATHERING HYMN #526 v. 1 “God Is Here!” 
 

❖ GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. And also with you.  
 

❖ PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Benevolent, merciful God: When we are empty, fill us. When we are weak in faith, 

strengthen us. When we are cold in love, warm us, that with fervor we may love our 

neighbors and serve them for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 
1The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw. 2O LORD, how long shall I cry for help, and you 

will not listen? Or cry to you “Violence!” and you will not save? 3Why do you make me see 

wrongdoing and look at trouble? Destruction and violence are before me; strife and contention 

arise. 4So the law becomes slack and justice never prevails. The wicked surround the 

righteous—therefore judgment comes forth perverted.  
2:1I will stand at my watchpost, and station myself on the rampart; I will keep watch to 

see what he will say to me, and what he will answer concerning my complaint. 2Then the LORD 

answered me and said: Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so that a runner may read it. 
3For there is still a vision for the appointed time; it speaks of the end, and does not lie. If it 

seems to tarry, wait for it; it will surely come, it will not delay. 4Look at the proud! Their spirit 

is not right in them, but the righteous live by their faith. The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to 

God. 
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CHOIR “Oh How He Loves You and Me” 
 

SECOND READING: 2 Timothy 1:1-14 
1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the promise of life that is in 

Christ Jesus, 

 2To Timothy, my beloved child:  

  Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 3I am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my ancestors did—when 

I remember you constantly in my prayers night and day. 4Recalling your tears, I long to see you 

so that I may be filled with joy. 5I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that lived first in 

your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in you. 6For this 

reason I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within you through the laying on of my 

hands; 7for God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of power and of love and 

of self-discipline. 

 8Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner, but join with 

me in suffering for the gospel, relying on the power of God, 9who saved us and called us with a 

holy calling, not according to our works but according to his own purpose and grace. This grace 

was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, 10but it has now been revealed through the 

appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and immortality to 

light through the gospel. 11For this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher, 
12and for this reason I suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I know the one in whom I have 

put my trust, and I am sure that he is able to guard until that day what I have entrusted to him. 
13Hold to the standard of sound teaching that you have heard from me, in the faith and love that 

are in Christ Jesus. 14Guard the good treasure entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit 

living in us. The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  
 

❖  

 
 

❖ GOSPEL: Luke 17:5-10 

The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord. 

5The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 6The Lord replied, “If you had faith the 

size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ 

and it would obey you. 

 7“Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from plowing or tending 

sheep in the field, ‘Come here at once and take your place at the table’? 8Would you not rather 
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say to him, ‘Prepare supper for me, put on your apron and serve me while I eat and drink; later 

you may eat and drink’? 9Do you thank the slave for doing what was commanded? 10So you 

also, when you have done all that you were ordered to do, say, ‘We are worthless slaves; we 

have done only what we ought to have done!’ ” The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O 

Christ. 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON (Sunday) 

SERMON 
 

❖ SERMON HYMN #759 v. 1-3 “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” 
 

❖ APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 

Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 

heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 

and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

❖ THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Pray aloud as the spirit guides you 

P: As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our prayers 

for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation. 

A brief silence. 

We pray for your holy church in every place and for those who serve following the example of 

Christ. Help them to live by faith and walk by the light of your gospel. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

For parts of the world ravaged by natural disaster especially for all those in the path of 

Hurricane Ian: relieve those affected by floods, wildfires, droughts, earthquakes, tornadoes, and 

hurricanes. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

For every nation and for those entrusted with authority: grant our leaders self-discipline in all 

things, and inspire them with love for your people. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

For victims of violence, abuse, and neglect: heal those who have been harmed and protect those 

who are vulnerable. For all who are sick especially for all of those on our prayer list. God of 

grace, 

hear our prayer. 

For this and every congregation: rekindle your gifts within your people, and inspire councils, 

committees, and individuals to plan and work together that all may know your love. God of 

grace, 
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hear our prayer. 

In thanksgiving that you have abolished death, and for the saints who have died. Bring us all to 

eternal life with you. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

P: Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer these 

and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 

❖ PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 

THE OFFERING 

We share our offerings for the mission of Christ through Bethlehem. Thank you for your 

participation in this ministry to the Glory of God! 
 

❖ OFFERING PRAYER 

Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs. Make of these gifts a 

banquet of blessing, and make us ready to share with all in need; through Jesus Christ, who sets 

a table for all. Amen. 
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

..we praise your name and join the unending hymn…   

 
 

❖ WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

❖ THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
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but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 
 

❖ INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Christ invites you to this table. Come, taste and see. 
 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

You may come forward to receive communion at this time. If you prefer to celebrate communion 

in your pew with prepackaged elements, please let the usher know. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal with bread for the journey. 

Give us your grace on the road that we might serve our neighbors with joy; for the sake of Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

❖ BLESSING 

God, who gives life to all things and frees us from despair, bless you with truth and peace. And 

may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, guide you always in faith, hope, and love. Amen. 
 

❖ SENDING HYMN #536 “God Be with You Till We Meet Again” 
 

❖ DISMISSAL 

Go in peace, with Christ beside you. Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 

Depart to share 

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 
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This Week’s Worship Team 

Wednesday 5:30 pm, 9/28 

Music: Ronna 

Acolyte: Josephine Bue 

Altar Guild: Cara Druckrey 
 

Sunday 9am, 10/2 

Music: Choir Singing 

Ushers: Larry & Sandy Sween 

Reader: Darlene Anderson 

Video Production: Lori/Brady Cox 

Acolyte: Courtney Hernkind 

Altar Guild: Nancy Loether 

Altar Flowers: Dan & Marie Kucksdorf in honor of 

Marie’s birthday 

Next Week’s Worship Team 

Wednesday 5:30 pm, 10/5 

Music:  

Acolyte: Maren Marks 

Altar Guild: Cheryl Hebel 
 

Sunday 9am, 10/9 

Music:  

Ushers: Jim Crawford 

Reader: Lisa Cook 

Video Production: Ben Rudolph 

Acolyte: Beau Grosklaus 

Altar Guild: Marie Kucksdorf 

Communion Assistants: Kathryn Crawford & 

______ 

 
 

 

 

Community Event 

Harmony Housing Partners of Wisc., LTD has created a 501c3 non-profit dedicated to providing housing 

opportunities for disabled adults to live independently, in harmony, with residents of all ages and abilities. At 

this time, the availability of such housing is virtually non-existent. Our first development will likely be in 

Columbia County. On October 7, 2022 we will be holding a silent auction, basket raffle and live music  at 

Rendezvous, Saddle Ridge. Please come out to support this much needed cause and learn what we are all about. 

Thank you! If you have any questions, please contact:  Michelle Kratz, HHP Board Member, 715-299-8825 

 

  

Please Pray For 

Church Prayer List: 

  

Our Extended Family Prayer Concerns: 

Dick Olson 

Lee Chenoweth 

Mark Teslik 

Bonnie Bender 

Lynn Grueneberg 

Noretta Moran  

Mary Lou Rynes (friend of Joan VonHaden) 

Sharon Stickford (friend of Ginny Paulson’s) 

Lavern Allhiser (brother-in-law of Sandy Sween) 

Freda Manzullo (Mark Teslik’s sister) 

Jody Crosby (friend of Denhartighs) 

Deb Moe & family (Sandra Sween’s cousin) 

Steve Rohrbacher (Marie & Ed’s son) 

Tom Teslik (Mark Teslik’s son) 

 
Sunday, Oct. 23, 9 am 

 
Saturday, Oct. 29,  

2:00-4:00 pm 

 
Saturday, Nov. 5th 

Teams of 6, $150/table 

See Chimes or website for 

more details 
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

Fall Stewardship Campaign 
 

 

The best stories captivate and 

transform us—they change how we 

live.  

 

This stewardship season, we invite 

you to remember, release, 

reimagine, and restore your money 

stories so that we can write the one 

God is begging us to live into. 

 

THE CORE VALUES UNDERLYING THESE RESOURCES: 
• Art and stewardship belong together 

• Stewardship is an ongoing spiritual practice that helps 

individuals and communities become more whole 

• Our stories matter—they shape what we believe and how 

we act 

• Stewardship is crucial to our spiritual health—especially 

in times of crisis or economic recession 

• We worship a God of enough who calls us to work for 

equity and enough for all 

 

We all have a money story, whether we recognize it or not.  

Perhaps we are living from a story of fear or shame or guilt.  

Or a story that our actions won’t have an impact.  

Or a story that we don’t have enough.  
 

Where might God be speaking a new narrative  

into the limited ones we have told ourselves?  
 

Often, to speak of money is to invite tension into the 

room.  

We so quickly want to avoid it. But we can reframe 

this.  
 

Money and possessions are one of the most common 

topics in scripture, and Jesus talked about money 

more than faith and prayer.  
 

Our money story, therefore, is a spiritual story. 
 

© A Sanctified Art   |   sanctifiedart.org  

This Week:  
Wednesday, September 28 

10:30 am Tai Chi 

5:30 pm Worship 

6:15 pm Choir Rehearsal 

6:30 pm Confirmation Class 
 

Friday, September 30 

10:30 am Tai Chi 
 

Sunday, October 2 

8:30 am Choir Warm up 

9 am Worship 

10:15 am Sunday School 
 

Monday, October 3 

10:30 am Tai Chi 

1 pm Card Club 
 

Tuesday, October 4 

9 am Quilters 

5 pm Finance Meeting 
 

Wednesday, October 5 

10:30 am Tai Chi 

5:30 pm Worship 

6:15 pm Choir Rehearsal 

6:30 pm Confirmation 

October 9 – 30 

Let’s Explore  

Our Story Together! 


